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“Utah Clean Energy has
been at the forefront of
climate solutions in our
state for 20 years, and
their work hasn’t gone
unnoticed. The passion
and dedication of this

team is the reason they
have been so successful

in advancing some of
Utah’s most innovative

clean energy policies, and
I am confident that the

best is yet to come.” 

J U L I E T T E  T E N N E R T ,  U T A H  C L E A N  E N E R G Y ’ S
B O A R D  C H A I R ,  A N D  

C H I E F  F I N A N C I A L  O F F I C E R  O F  
U T A H  S Y S T E M  O F  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N



The journey for Utah Clean Energy began during a tumultuous time in the energy sector.
California residents suffered rolling brownouts. All Americans witnessed the collapse of
Enron due to accounting fraud. Day-ahead electricity prices were trading as high as
$1000 per megawatt-hour — an alarming cost. Most troubling? The solution proposed
was to build new coal and gas plants. There had to be a better way.
 
I’m proud to say that no new coal plants were built in the region, renewables are now
the predominant new electricity resource, storage is ramping up, efficient homes and
buildings are becoming the norm, and we have the tools to decarbonize transportation
and the built environment. If not for Utah Clean Energy’s amazing team, our supporters,
partners, and fellow advocates, we would not be where we are today. I have immense
gratitude for you all! We have come a long way and I hope you enjoy this look back on
Utah Clean Energy’s two decades. 
 
While I am proud of all that we have accomplished together, anniversaries are as much
about the future as they are about the past. The table is set, the stakes are high and
what we can and must accomplish in the next five to ten years is nothing short of
revolutionary. I know it can seem daunting, but I simply cannot say this enough - the
tools are at our fingertips. With ambition and commitment, we can move climate
solutions at the scale and pace needed to meet this extraordinary challenge. Now is the
time to come together, think big, and act with confidence and commitment. While we
may have different reasons, we all care about and want to protect our planet and the
legacy we leave for future generations. The science is clear, the next five years are
critical. I couldn’t be more excited to be on this journey with you. So, keep your hands
inside the ride and let’s do this! 

Sarah Wright
Executive Director

With excitement and gratitude,  

Reflecting on the past 20 years 



When Utah Clean Energy was incorporated in 2002, wind and solar
farms in the state were nonexistent, next to zero homes had solar, and
talking about climate change in the halls of Utah’s state capital required
walking a political tightrope. In the years since, Utah Clean Energy has
transformed Utah’s energy landscape. Utah now has enough renewable
energy to power approximately 700,000 Utah homes, energy efficiency
is a priority energy resource, and Utah leaders from across party lines are
discussing the risks and solutions of climate change. With this
transformation, Utah Clean Energy has become recognized as the state’s
foremost expert on climate, clean energy, and air quality solutions.  

Read on for the top 20 wins that you helped make possible!



Renewable energy in Utah 
goes from zero to 2000+ 
megawatts
Following key wins in the utility-regulatory 
arena where Utah Clean Energy ensured 
renewable energy developers got a fair 
price for their projects, Utah was finally 
able to capitalize on our amazing 
renewable energy resources with industry 
investing $2 billion in new utility-scale 
projects. Utah now has enough solar, wind, 
and geothermal projects to power 645,000 
Utah homes. And this is just the beginning!
Utah's renewable energy is set to more 
than double in the next five years. 

What was likely going to be an automatic
assignment of additional shares of coal plants to
Utah’s Rocky Mountain Power customers was
halted when Utah Clean Energy’s experts
partnered with other Utah stakeholders in a
sweeping, multi-state utility case. We played an
active role in stopping efforts to redistribute
unwanted coal from other states to Utah without
asking whether this redistribution would serve
Utah’s public interest. This process is ongoing
and Utah Clean Energy remains front-and-center
to prevent further attempts to saddle Utah with
unwanted coal resources. 

2,100,000 tons of CO
prevented through
energy efficiency
since 2010
Utah Clean Energy was
instrumental in making energy
efficiency a priority energy
resource in Utah, and worked with
regulators and local utilities to
shape the Rocky Mountain Power
Wattsmart and Dominion Energy
ThermWise programs, resulting in
approximately $1 billion dollars of
investments in energy efficiency
rebates and incentives for Utah
homes and businesses over the
last decade.
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Keeping new coal resources
out of Utah

2,100,000 tons of CO 
is equivalent to the weight
of 100,000 American Bison 
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Creating Utah’s first Energy
Efficiency Strategy
Energy efficiency was for too long the unsung
hero of a healthy climate! With our partners at
the Southwest Energy Efficiency Project, we
developed a comprehensive strategy for Utah to
achieve robust energy and emission savings
through energy efficiency alone.
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We were honored to be asked by then-Governor Jon Huntsman to serve
on his “Blue Ribbon Advisory Council on Climate Change.” This group of
scientists and industry experts found that Utah was responsible for more
greenhouse gas emissions per capita than the rest of the nation. At a
time when few Utah leaders publicly acknowledged the threat of climate
change, the group broke new ground by outlining 70 actionable steps
Utah could take to turn the tide on climate change.

4 Working on Utah’s first climate mitigation plan 



Through the Utah Climate Action Network
initiative, each year we support dozens of
organizations, businesses, and local
governments to host climate week events
across Utah all dedicated to learning about
and taking action on climate.

7 A historic investment in electric
vehicle charging in Utah

Utah Clean Energy worked with Rocky Mountain Power
and a variety of stakeholders to advance the “Electric
Vehicle Infrastructure Program” to dramatically expand
access to electric vehicle charging across Utah. The
program’s $50 million investment will not only double
the amount of charging stations in Utah but will expand
access to EV charging to Utahns living in apartments,
helping more people make the switch to clean
transportation.

9 Unifying communities
during Utah Climate Week 

We jump-started rooftop solar through
five different Community Solar
initiatives that made going solar simple
and streamlined! We utilized the power
of bulk purchase to reduce costs, and
our experts provided would-be solar
owners with information on the dos and
don’ts of going solar. Our Community
Solar initiatives ultimately helped over
1,000 Utah homes go solar.
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Over 1,000 Utah homes
go solar through
Community SolarRooftop solar energy

doubles year-after-year 
Pro-solar policies passed by Utah Clean Energy
created a solar renaissance in Utah! Utah went
from an “F” to “A” grade in a national solar
report card after we streamlined interconnection
and improved “net-metering” to give solar
owners a one-to-one credit on their electricity
bill for the solar they sent to the grid. This made
going solar easier and more economical for Utah
families, which resulted in rooftop solar in Utah
DOUBLING every year between 2007 – 2016. As
of March 31, 2021, nearly 50,000 homes and
businesses are powered with rooftop solar. 
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Utah becomes trailblazer among
conservative states 
The launch of Utah's Climate & Clean Air Compact was a
pinnacle achievement in creating bipartisan support for
climate and clean air solutions. Utah Clean Energy worked
with a Steering Committee of Utah leaders to contact,
educate, and ultimately engage over 175 Utah voices on
the need to address climate change. The Utah Climate &
Clean Air Compact represents Utah’s most diverse group
of state and local governments, faith communities,
businesses, healthcare, and Utah’s congressional
delegates calling for climate solutions.

10 Salt Palace installs the largest rooftop solar project in
the West (at the time)
Following our success on two major policy and regulatory changes to allow
rooftop solar projects up to 2MW and Power Purchase Agreements (PPAs) for
local governments and nonprofits, we helped make then-Mayor Peter Corroon’s
dream come true when the Salt Palace installed what was at the time, the largest
rooftop solar project in the West! 
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Launch of the Clean Energy Business Coalition
Utah Clean Energy launched the Clean Energy Business Coalition, a diverse,
powerful community dedicated to powering our future with clean energy.
Members of the Clean Energy Business Coalition support Utah Clean Energy’s
work and engage with us on game-changing policies that accelerate the adoption
of renewable energy, energy efficiency, and zero emission transportation across
the West. 

We teamed up with Salt Lake
Community College (SLCC) to help
design and launch their Energy
Management Program, Utah’s
premier education program for the
clean energy workforce. Through
SLCC’s Energy Institute, hundreds of
students have completed training
programs earning either a degree or
certificate in specialized fields that
are making our homes and buildings
energy efficient, bringing clean
solar energy to our lives, and
accelerating the transition to a
clean energy future.

13
Building the clean
energy workforce



In 2016, Utah was the fastest growing
electric vehicle (EV) state in the
nation, thanks in part to Utah Clean
Energy’s work on EV tax credits, EV
charging infrastructure, and an EV
community purchase program also
headed by Utah Clean Energy. We built
on this momentum with Utah’s first EV
charging plan, paving the way for what
is now over 865 public charging
stations, and almost 24,000 EV drivers
across the state.  

14
Utah led the
nation in electric
vehicle adoption

15 Expanding access to energy
efficiency in Salt Lake City’s
underserved communities
Not everyone can access energy efficiency
tools due to up-front cost, limited
promotion, or language barriers. We
partnered with Salt Lake City to launch
Empower SLC, dedicated to addressing
those challenges by bringing energy saving
tools, education, and resources to more Salt
Lake City families. Since Empower SLC
launched, we have empowered hundreds of
residents on Salt Lake City’s west side with
energy saving tools and resources! We
estimate that collectively, participants of
Empower SLC are saving nearly $200,000
every year, and preventing over 1,200 tons
of CO a year.

New buildings funded by the
Redevelopment Agency of Salt Lake City
(RDA) will now be ultra-energy efficient
and fossil-fuel-free thanks to a new
Sustainable Development Policy
developed by Utah Clean Energy. Our team
collaborated with RDA to develop a policy
that not only utilized the best practices in
high-performance, energy efficient
building, but also a plan that is available
for replication across Utah and the
country. 

Redevelopment Agency of
Salt Lake City commits to
high-performance building
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Dozens of Utah communities have committed to ambitious
renewable energy and carbon reduction goals. We teamed
up with national experts, the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory (NREL) and Rocky Mountain Institute, and Salt
Lake City to analyze the challenges and created a roadmap
for these and other communities to overcome the technical
hurdles involved in reaching their ground-breaking
renewable and carbon reduction energy goals. 

17
Helping local governments
achieve their clean energy and
climate goals 
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https://www.vox.com/2016/12/21/14041112/electric-vehicles-report-2016


18 It all begins: We officially incorporate in 2002

Our founder and Executive Director, Sarah Wright, had a vision for clean, healthy
communities empowered and sustained by clean energy! Utah Clean Energy has
grown from our humble beginnings as an all-volunteer organization to a staff
fourteen-strong, recognized as Utah’s foremost experts in win-win clean air and
climate solutions.

“I started Utah Clean Energy because I was worried
about what the future had in store for my then three-
year-old son and his generation. The climate science

was clear that we needed to transition to clean energy.
But at the time, there was a push to build more coal

plants, and I knew there was a better way."

S A R A H  W R I G H T ,  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R



Utah Clean Energy partnered with Habitat for Humanity
of Summit and Wasatch Counties to help two of their
newest homes in Summit County achieve the U.S.
Department of Energy’s “Zero Energy Ready Home”
certification. This educational pilot project sets the stage
for more Habitat homes. We hosted custom training for
Utah homebuilders to learn how to make more homes
across Utah become ultra-energy efficient, benefiting
Utah families for decades to come.

19 Building affordable homes
for a healthy climate

Through Rocky Mountain Power’s highly
complex “Integrated Resource Plan” our
experts intervened in a regulatory
proceeding that resulted in the early
retirement of four coal units across the
Utility’s service territory. In the same utility
proceeding, the utility committed to its
largest investment in new renewable energy
in it's history, totaling 7,000 MW of new
renewable energy across the West. This will
prevent nearly 14 million tons of
greenhouse gas pollution every year,
equivalent to the emissions from the
electricity use of over 2 million Utah
households. 

20
Coal plant retirements and
Utah’s largest commitment
to clean energy
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Capital Campaign
63%

Operating Budget
37%

2021 EXPENSES

Corporate Contributions & Memberships (7%)                                  $377,118
Events & Sponsorships (1%)                                                                      $40,650
Individual Giving (31%)                                                                              $1,588,561
Foundation Grants & Donor Advised Funds (56%)                            $2,896,030
Government Grants & Contracts (5%)                                                   $243,236
In-Kind Contributions & Other Revenues (0.4%)                               $20,667
Total                                                                                                                            $5,157,142

2021 REVENUE

Program Services                                                $1,248,887       
Management & General                                    $145,974
Fundraising                                                           $227,070
Total                                                                                $1,621,931

*$3,913,297 of 2021's total revenue is restricted for 2022-2023 program activities and Utah Clean Energy's capital campaign.

Program Services
77%

Fundraising
14%

Management & General
9%

Thank you for celebrating this milestone with us and for all of your
support over the years. Here's to 20 more years of impact!

 




