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“Climate change is the single greatest threat to a sustainable
future but, at the same time, addressing the climate challenge
presents a golden opportunity to promote prosperity, security

and a brighter future for all.”

-Ban Ki-Moon, Former Secretary-General of UN



By meeting the climate challenge, we
transform our lives, societies, and
institutions for the better. It has never
been more urgent to take bold action,
and the momentum behind climate
solutions continues to build. As this
confluence of progress mounts, Utah
Clean Energy is at the forefront,
advancing some of Utah’s most
innovative clean energy and climate
solutions in the west.

Thank you to everyone who continues
to donate, volunteer, and use your
voice for smart climate solutions.

CLIMATE CHANGE
IS BOTH OUR
GREATEST
CHALLENGE AND
GREATEST
OPPORTUNITY

If I’ve learned anything in the 20+ years since founding Utah Clean Energy, it is that what
might seem impossible is possible with focus, determination, and an understanding of our
shared values. We know what we need to do to address climate change, and we are on the
precipice of an energy renaissance that will be the blueprint for a better world. A world
powered by clean energy, families living in comfortable, healthy, emission-free homes, our
vehicles with no tailpipes, breathing air that is clean, and drinking water that is available and
fresh. However, following the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, we
also know we need to up our game and significantly accelerate the pace of change. 
 
One key to achieving all this is building the political will and changing the narrative. The idea
that addressing climate change will hurt our economy, create unreliable energy, or give us
less of the things we love, is a false narrative. We don't have to choose between a healthy
climate and a healthy, vibrant life. In fact, they go hand-in-hand. 
 
Clean energy, storage, zero-emission transportation, and high-performance building
technologies are advancing and becoming more accessible by the day. Climate innovation
is unleashing new opportunities for jobs and local clean energy development. We have the
tools we need for a zero-carbon future, and yet we still must move faster in implementing
them. The science is clear: we can no longer afford to delay the rapid deployment of these
climate solutions. 
 
I look forward to working with all of you to accelerate the pace of change. This year, let's
commit to talking more with our friends, family members, and our policymakers to help
them understand that the cost of inaction is immense, and the benefits of climate action are
tremendous. It is time to change the narrative and bring more community members, leaders,
and policymakers into this vision.  
 
I'm so grateful to be on this journey with you. For the next lap, let’s lace up our sneakers and
speed up the pace — it’s going to take all of us.

Sarah Wright 
Chief Executive Officer
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Our longtime board member, Diane Rosenberg, also closed out a highly impactful
board tenure. Diane brought her years of communications expertise to our team.
Her passion for environmental stewardship helped grow our network of climate
champions. Thank you, Diane, for your commitment to climate action. 

BOARD MEMBERS

STAFF

OUR GRATITUDE TO DEPARTING BOARD MEMBERS

Dennis Haslam, Owner of DH Consulting & Investments, LLC, Former President, Utah
Jazz and Larry H. Miller Enterprises

Dennis Haslam’s tenure on Utah Clean Energy’s Board of Directors came to an end
last year. Dennis ignited our board with new ideas and visionary leadership. From all
of us at Utah Clean Energy, thank you, Dennis, for your many years of dedicated
service and thoughtful guidance. 

Dr. Jeff Robison 

Glen Watkins

Alan Westenskow 

Katie Wright 

SHOWING THE WAY TO AFFORDABLE,
EMISSION-FREE HOMES IN UTAH

In 2022, Utah Clean Energy wrapped up a collaboration with Salt
Lake City and Goldman Sachs to transform two standard affordable
single-family homes into models of emission-free construction. Our
project illustrates to builders, developers, and affordable housing
providers that it is possible to construct energy-efficient, affordable
homes with all-electric equipment instead of appliances that rely on
fossil-fuel combustion, such as gas furnaces, water heaters, and
ranges. High levels of energy efficiency in addition to efficient all-
electric equipment can decrease energy costs for the families, while
increasing their comfort, and helping to keep Utah’s air clean.

The two homes were specifically built for income-qualified
homebuyers, ensuring affordable utility bills, improved indoor air
quality and zero pollution emissions. A big thank you to our project
partners, Salt Lake City’s Housing Stability Division and Goldman
Sachs for making this project possible.

 Learn about 
 how these

homes were
build to be

emission free
and affordable

in this 
short video.

PROJECT 
SPOTLIGHTS

https://youtu.be/Bv1FE6cJoAk


ADVANCING AMBITIOUS ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
POLICY IN UTAH

Updating Utah’s energy conservation code for our homes and buildings is no small matter. It
is a state-wide policy that impacts the efficiency and emissions of all new homes and
buildings in Utah. But we’re not here to play small, and the opportunity to slash carbon
emissions by an additional 26,000 tons a year is something we just couldn’t pass by.  

We successfully advocated to Utah’s
Uniform Building Code Commission to
recommend updating Utah’s building
energy codes to the Utah Legislature.
This victory was the result of a year-long
effort with dozens of stakeholders, media
outreach, and in-depth analysis. At the
close of the 2023 Legislative Session, we
came away with a big victory when the
Utah Legislature voted to approve Utah’s
commercial energy conservation code.

While this is not the full win we sought, as
the residential energy code was not
adopted, the commercial code update
will improve energy efficiency in our
biggest buildings, saving money and
reducing emissions for years to come.

 THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SLASH CARBON
EMISSIONS BY AN

ADDITIONAL 26,000
TONS A YEAR IS

SOMETHING WE JUST
COULDN’T PASS BY. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY ON THE
RISE ACROSS UTAH

Since our inception, Utah Clean Energy has led Utah’s transition to clean, renewable energy. Our
expert intervention in complex utility decisions has resulted in thousands of megawatts of new
solar and wind projects in Utah, with no end in sight. 

What better way to demonstrate Utah’s continued move to carbon free renewable energy, than
last year’s announcement by local renewable energy developer, rPlus Energies, to build the largest
solar energy and battery storage system in Utah. When completed, this one project generates
enough clean energy to power the equivalent of over 100,000 homes.  

Renewable energy projects like this are the direct result of Utah Clean Energy's ongoing expert
intervention in PacifiCorp's Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) whereby the utility lays out what
combination of energy resources it will use to power its customers. Utah Clean Energy's utility
team successfully advocated for larger and faster commitments for new renewable energy,
storage, and energy efficiency in the utility’s IRP, resulting in this and other clean energy projects
on the horizon.

Photo: Appaloosa Solar 1 project in Iron County, Utah developed by rPlus Energies

https://www.kuer.org/politics-government/2022-08-11/utah-commission-adopts-a-more-energy-efficient-building-code-next-stop-the-legislature


TAKING ACTION ON POLLUTION:
GUADALUPE SCHOOL AND FREE
WESLEYAN CHURCH OF TONGA IN UTAH

Utah Clean Energy’s EmpowerSLC initiative continues to bring energy-saving tools and
resources to front-line climate communities that stand to benefit the most. Last year, we
partnered with Guadalupe School and Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga in Utah to reduce
pollution and save money in Salt Lake City's west side, which experiences some of the worst
air quality in Utah. 

With support from Intermountain Healthcare, we worked with each organization to
implement energy upgrades ranging from LED lightbulb replacements, air sealing, and HVAC
replacement. Through these actions, Guadalupe School and Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga
in Utah are removing thousands of tons of carbon pollution and saving money on their
energy bills. These energy savings can in turn be reinvested into the organization’s core
mission to serve and engage the community.

Recognizing the opportunity to help families reduce pollution and save money, Guadalupe
School worked with Utah Clean Energy to complete home energy efficiency upgrades for
students’ families. In all, eight families received smart thermostats, LED lightbulb installs,
attic insulation, and air sealing. The more we can empower all Utahns with the tools to save
energy and money, the more we can turn the tide on climate change.

Congregants of the Free Wesleyan Church Of Tonga In Utah preview the new energy efficient bay lights in their gymnasium

Addressing climate change is the blueprint for a
prosperous future. We need leaders from all
backgrounds and beliefs to understand that our
state and our world have everything to gain from
taking action on climate: cleaner air and water,
energy security, and resiliency, all accompanied by
economic prosperity and equality. It is a drumbeat
that continues to grow louder and stronger with
every signatory of the Utah Climate and Clean Air
Compact – now over 180 signatories strong.

Utah leaders are stepping up to make our state a
national leader on climate solutions. For example,
the Salt Lake Chamber, whose CEO Derek Miller is a
Compact signatory, launched a new energy vision
called the Salt Lake Chamber’s “Business Vision for
Utah’s Energy Future.” The Chamber’s strategy
marks a major shift in its public position on climate
solutions and recognizes the importance of a
transition to low-carbon energy resources to help
ensure a healthy business climate. And
Congressman John Curtis, an inaugural signatory of
the Compact, hosted the first Conservative Climate
Summit. The event brought together prominent
political and industry leaders all exploring the
challenges and solutions to climate change. Our
focus is to sustain this work so that Utah can lead
on climate solutions.

ACCELERATING UTAH'S
LEADERSHIP ON CLIMATE
SOLUTIONS

“Utah Clean Energy is taking partisanship out of
the mix and making climate change an issue we
can all work together on to implement smart and

innovative solutions."
 - Becky Edwards, Former House of Representatives, State of Utah



We were delighted to chat with longtime Utah Clean Energy champions, Tim and Candy Dee of
the Lawrence T. and Janet T. Dee Foundation about what motivates their support for Utah Clean
Energy. Thank you, Tim and Candy, and the Lawrence T. and Janet T. Dee Foundation. We are proud
of all we have been able to accomplish together! 

CONSERVATION AND
PHILANTHROPY

Tim: My dad, through his parent’s foundation,
was an early supporter of work benefitting
conservation and the environment in Utah.
Today his early advocacy has become an
important part of our family’s values and why
we focus a portion of the Lawrence T. and
Janet T. Dee Foundation’s funds on these
causes. When Utah Clean Energy began its
work, it seemed like a great fit because of the
caliber of people on the team. We were really
impressed by the impact a small organization
with high-level expertise could have on our
state. 

WHY IS CONSERVATION
WORK IMPORTANT TO YOU
AND YOUR FAMILY? 

IF WE WANT TO
CONTINUE LIVING IN

[THE SALT LAKE
VALLEY] THERE’S
NOTHING MORE

IMPORTANT AND
URGENT TO SUPPORT

THAN ACTIONS TO
REDUCE POLLUTION. 

with Tim and Candy Dee

- Candy Dee

Tim: The breadth of Utah Clean Energy’s efforts
goes beyond promoting residential clean energy,
but also to commercial building, policy issues and
so much more. Sarah’s really been able to focus
on the core decarbonization issues and the
impact on our state has been comprehensive
because of that. 

Candy: Utah Clean Energy’s collaborative
approach, the team that drives the initiatives, and
the demonstration Climate Innovation Center all
together position Utah Clean Energy to be the
climate and clean air leader we need at this
critical time.  The organization has also
influenced us personally to be part of the solution
by driving electric cars, putting solar panels on our
roof, and more.

WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO
SUPPORT UTAH CLEAN
ENERGY? 

Candy: Every day when I look outside the window and see what the air looks like. Growing up here,
I’ve watched the inversions get more and more severe and now I have grandkids. I worry about what
they’re going to be breathing. If we want to continue living in Utah and especially here in the Salt
Lake Valley, there’s nothing more important and urgent to support than actions to reduce pollution. 

Tim: Utah Clean Energy, with its expertise and useful website, is a great resource for individuals and
businesses to be part of the climate solution. Also, their policy advocacy is invaluable to making
lasting change at the state level. 

WHY DO YOU THINK IT’S IMPORTANT TO
SUPPORT CLIMATE AND CLEAN AIR WORK? 



“It’s my honor to recognize this
incredible group of talented women

whose accomplishments span 
our state and beyond." 

- Scott Anderson, President & CEO, Zions Bank 

AWARDS

The Sundance Institute and Zions Bank honored five Utah women who
are leading the way in business, politics, social justice, victim advocacy,
and the environment. Utah Clean Energy’s CEO, Sarah Wright, was
among the honorees for her leadership on climate issues in Utah. 

WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP CELEBRATION HONORS
INSPIRATIONAL UTAHNS

Video: 
2022 Utah

Business: Green
Business Awards

In recognition of Utah Clean Energy's 20th
anniversary, Utah Business magazine awarded us
with one of their coveted Green Business Awards
in the category of Social Impact. We were
delighted to be included in such a prestigious
group of leaders including rPlus Energies, The
Front Climbing Club, Goal Zero, and Zions Bank. 

UTAH BUSINESS MAGAZINE,
GREEN BUSINESS AWARD FOR
SOCIAL IMPACT

Video: 
Sundance
Women’s

Leadership
Honoree: Sarah

Wright
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Thank you to our partners including foundations, businesses, local
governments, sponsors, and in-kind supporters. 



CLEAN ENERGY 
BUSINESS COALITION
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“We all want to have a positive impact for a healthy
climate. Utah Clean Energy is an impactful partner,

helping us to be a part of the climate solution.” 

- Caroline Lewis, Lewis Family Foundation

Capital Campaign
61%

Operating Budget
39%

2022 EXPENSES

Corporate Contributions & Memberships (31%) $1,211,044
Events & Sponsorships (3%)      $28,431
Individual Giving (13%)               $514,784
Foundation Grants (48%)          $1,914,814
Government Grants & Contracts (2%)   $96,536
In-Kind Contributions & Other Revenues (2%) $117,571
Total $3,956,149

2022 REVENUE

Program Services $1,309,958      
Management & General $183,183
Fundraising & Capital Campaign $236,967
Total $1,730,108

*$2,814,699 of 2022's total revenue is restricted for Utah Clean Energy's 2023-2024 program activities and capital campaign.

Program Services
68%

Fundraising & Capital Campaign
18%

Management & General
14%

Learn more about the 
Climate Innovation Center 

https://utahcleanenergy.org/climateinnovationcenter/

